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NAVAL MEDICAL COMPASSIONATE FUND
A meeting of the subscribers to the above Fund will be held
on May 1, at 3 p.m., at the Medical Department of the Navy,
64, St. James's Street, S.W.1, to elect six directors of the Fund.

AUXILIARY R.A.M.C. FUNDS
The annual meeting of the members of the Auxiliary R.A.M.C.
Funds will be held at 5 p.m. on Friday, May 1, at 11, Chandos
Street, Cavendish Square, W., when the annual report and
financial statement for the year ended December 31, 1941, will
be presented and the officers and committee for the current year
elected.

CASUALTIES IN THE MEDICAL SERVICES
Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. ROBERT MACDONALD BREMNER, R.N., who

died in April as the result of enemy action, aged 37, was the
eldest son of the late Mr. J. Bremner and Mrs. Bremner of
Wick, and was educated at the University of Edinburgh, where
he graduated M.B., Ch.B. in 1929. Before entering the Royal
Navy as surg. lieut. in 1933 he was in practice in Leicestershire
and Durham. He was promoted surg. lieut.-cmdr. in 1939. He
had been a member of the B.M.A. since 1935.
The death is announced on March 26, while prisoner of war,

of Col. WILLiAM ALBERT ROBERTSON, C.B.E., M.C., T.D.,
R.A.M.C. He was born ,)n September 6, 1885, and was
educated at the High School and University College, Dundee,
and at the University of Edinbuigh, where he graduated M.B.,
Ch.B. in 1907, proceeding M.D. in 1926. In 1913 he was
honorary surgeon to Hartlepools Hospital and police surgeon
for the Hartlepool district. He was appointed medical officer
to the Durham R.G.A. in 1914, and served in France with the
50th (Northumbrian) Division, 1915-18, being mentioned in
dispatches and awarded the M.C. After the war he returned
to Broughty Ferry, and was elected to the staff of the Royal
Victoria Hospital, Dundee. In 1921 he was appointed medical
officer in charge of the North Scottish R.G.A., and from 1928
to 1932 commanded the 152nd (Highland) Field Ambulance,
T.A., and in 1935 became A.D.M.S. of the 51st (Highland)
Division, T.A. For his services to the Territorial Army he was
awarded the C.B.E. in the 1939 New Year Honours List. He
was recalled for service at the outbreak of the present war and
proceeded to France, being taken prisoner in May, 1940. Col.
Robertson had been a member of the B.M.A. since' 1912.

Lieut. CHAIM ISAAK PAGIRSKI, a member of the Palestine
Section of the R.A.M.C., is recorded as " Died " in an Army
Council Casualty List published on April 16.

Prisoners of War.-Capt. 0. V. S. Kok, S.A.M.C., Lieut. J.
McSorley, R.A.M.C.
Missing.-Cot C. F. Burton, M.C., Ma or G. 0. Gauld, R.A.M.C.,

Surg. Lieut. A. G. Gregory, R.N.V.R., Lieut.-Col. J. Huston,
R.A.M.C., Capt. J. Jesson, R.A.M.C.. Maior M. T. Read, M.C.,
R.A.M.C., Surg. Lieut. G. L. Ward, D.S.C., R.N.V.R., Capt. A. J. N.
Warrack, R.A.M.C., Capt. E. D. H. Williams, R.A.M.C.
Repatriated Prisoners of Was.-Col. H. C. Godding, Capt. F. N. G.

Malone, R.A.M.C.
Wounded.-Capt. G. R. Royston, R.A.M.C.

Medical Notes in Parliament

Calcium Addition to Flour
On April 13 Major LLOYD GEORGE told Sir E. Graham-Little

that the Government's decision to prohibit the manufacture of
white flour, except under licence, from March 23 necessarily
suspended the fortification of flour with aneurin in this country.
In view of the changed outlook owing to the reduction of
imports it had been decided to arrange for the addition of seven
ounces of calcium carbonate to each 280 lb. of flour. This
addition would proceed d:strict by district throughout the
country until all flour on sale would be so treated. The date
when the loaf wou1d be made entirely from 85% wheatmeal
would varv in different parts of the country, depending on the
quantity of white flour in those areas and the necessity for its
early use. It was not intended to instruct bakers to distinguish
in any wav the national loaf carrying the authorized admixture
of white flour from that made entirely from 85% wheatmeal,
but the latter, of course, would be slightly darker in colour.
Mr. MONTAGUE asked on April 15 whether Major Lloyd

George had considered evidence advanced to the effect that

the proposal to add calcium to flour was harmful to the publ:c
health because of the differences in the quantities of bread eaten
by classes of consumers, and whether he had any statement to
make. Major LLOYD GEORGE replied that he had not done this,
because the appraisal of medical evidence on such matters was
a function of the committees of the Medical Research Council
which advised the Ministry of Food on medical and nutritional
problems. He added that Lord Woolton's decision to add
calcium to flour was based on recommendations submitted by
these expert committees, and had been reached in consultation
with Mr. Brown. Answering Sir Henry Morris-Jones, Major
Lloyd George said the Ministry of Food was advised by eminent
medical men that it was essential to increase the intake of
calcium. Sir Henry said this was against the experience of most
general practitioners.

Home Guard Medical Officers
On April 13 Mr. SANDYS stated that only one request had

been received from a zone medical adviser in the Home Guard
that a conference of such advisers might be held for the d:s-
cussion of their duties and difficulties. It was not thought that
a general conference of zone medical officers would be helpful,
because conditions differed so much in different parts of the
country, but the calling of command conferences was being
considered. Home Guard medical officers could not be
mustered except for duty at regimental aid posts, but if they
were without civil obligations there would be nothing to prevent
their giving full-time attendance to their Home Guard units.

Scabies and Army Blankets
On April 13 Mr. BELLENGER asked Mr. Sandys, who had said

that all Army blankets were disinfected every six -months,
whether he was aware that the experience of many members of
the House did not coincide with this information. Was it not
true that there was a prevalence of scabies in the Army which
might be traceable to this cause, and would Mr. Sandys see that
the cleansing of blankets was properly carried out? Mr. SANDYS
promised, if given particulars, to look into the matter. Scabies
was not confined to the Army, and its incidence had been
increasing among the civilian population at the same time.
More frequent disinfection of blankets had been tried, but it
had not reduced the incidence of scabies. Replying to Mr.
Lawson, Mr. Sandys added that he was anxious to reduce the
incidence of scabies, but he was satisfied that it was not caused
by the state of the blankets. He understood that it was usually
spread through bodily contact, and that infection from blankets
accounted for only a very small proportion of the cases.

Milk Certificates
Lord ARNOLD, in the House of Lords on April 15, speaking

of the regulations governing priority milk for invalids, said that
in the majority of cases the doctor could give the certificate for
only one month, and then in about three weeks the whole
cumbrous process had to be gone through again. This meant
waste of the doctor's time. He should have discretion to give
a certificate for six months. Lord WOOLTON, in reply, said that
in the opinion of the medical profession it was unnecessary to
give a certificate in the first instance for longer than one month.
There were specified diseases in which, in the opinion of the
medical men, milk should be given continuously. In those the
certificate was given for a longer period.

Civilian Medical Practice
Replying on April 15 to Sir E. Graham-Little, Mr. BROWN

said the number of doctors enrolled in the E.M.S. on March 31,
including those on a whole-time or part-time salary but exclud-
ing those who attended on a sessional basis when required, was
1,775. The number of doctors in charge of first-aid posts on
Dec. 31, 1941. the last date for which returns were available,
was 2,587. He could not say without special inquiry how many
were of military age. AU those liable for military service came
tinder review by the Central Medical War Committee and its
local committees. The decision whether a doctor was to be
recruited depended on the needs of the hospital or other service
in which he was engaged. A percentage reduction in whole-
time medical staffs of hospitals was be'ng carried out on the
recommendation of the Medical Personnel (Priority) Committee
presided over by Mr. Shakespeare. The reduced establishments
would be no more than were required to treat casualties from
enemy action on the scale actually experienced, and to provide
for the various other types of patients included in the E.M.S. The
doctors in the first-aid services were almost invariably engaged
in general practice or other medical work. Their availability
for the Forces was judged on the needs of that other work
rather than on their first-aid commitments.


